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BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the twent 
>f April, in the forty-second year of the Ini 
>f the United States of America, Samuel Wi 
>f the said District, have deposited in this offi< 
>f a Book, the right whereof they claim, aa p 
n the words following, to wit t 

" The Scientific Library t or, Repository 
ind Polite Literature ; comprising Astronom 
phy. Mythology, Ancient History, Modern ¥. 
Chronology. In six volumes. By Thoi 
Author of the Sacred Mirror, Universal AUa 
vised and improved. 

In conformity to the Act of the Cong 
United States, entitled, " An Act for the 
Dent of Learning, by securing the eople 
Charts, and Books to the authors and pit 
such copies, during the times therein n 
And also to an Act, entitled " an Act, su 
ry to an Act, entitled an Act for the enc 
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CHAPTER I. 



3US causes have been aligned foi 
ntroduction of falsi? deities, and the 
t gross idolatries which, in former 
erspread (lie greatest pan of the 
t the principal ones appear to have 
sstreme fully and vain glory nf man ; 
f perpetuating the memories of dis- 
I characters ; an immoderate desire 
al fame; and \\\t fiaU-wj at wib j&ct* 
eif princes. 
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' ua,,V,(e; ,^r. n his name, 

"' nh< > ,h'hv'!l" ir '«'' 

upon n" . „ ,r « tod, * nu 
U is the voice ot a 6 

, f f eueh aelfi" 
„vnr or a** ,, Hue bee« t" " ; • 

«ho, >»*** Li i>= city "I 
uerts w A ■ ■ - -« llft wb " 
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iecta, to take into conside ration the great ■ 
ploits of his father Belns, the founder of Ball 
Ion, and to enrol him among the number 
the celestial gods. At the seme time, anil* 
statue of Belus was exhibited to tile peofl 
which Ninas commanded them to revere* 
upon all occasions; and declared it thai 
thenceforth be a aanctuary for offenders, ill 
having taken shelter in its presence, shot 
not be dragged away to punishment. 11 
privilege soon procured the utmost venentt! 
for the idol, and tile dead prince was create* 

-ert, Saturn of Babylon A magnificent t« 
pie wait also erected to him by big eon, ( 
dedicated with a profusion of sacrifice.", ahi 
the two thousandth year of the world. I 1 
only necessary to add, that, in succeeding ■ 
poets and historians embellished their wo 
with a profusion of fictions relative to 
gods and goddesses of antiquity, and thi 
being accredited by the superstitions, incn 
ed the number of deities, till at length 
emperors of Rome were compelled to » 
some of their gods into colonies as they t 
their subjects- 
Mythology, or an explanation of 
Heathen system of fables, constitutes an 
dispensabte part of a liberal education :* * 



cvujsiiaiH, to free n 
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es Ihe mind with inf'irmnlion neccs- 
i understand the works of many au- 
and particularly poets, who draw a va- 
f alius ion* from the fabulous Dietaries or 
alien ; and who, consequently, cannot 
eratood by a reader unacquainted witb 



he subset 



__ subsequent ebeels we shall treat of 
bject in the following order;— Celestial, 
trial. Rural, Marine, and Infernal dei- 
a which we anal! append those rtemi- 
>r heroes, who have also received tli- 



ma, fabulous deities ; and that, writings, otherwise 
a, should betamishedwith those abominations of 

UUJ Bad True God : and the children of Israel in the 

r to let it be heard out of their mouths. His la- 
ta that our writings, prints, painting*, and atatn-i- 
.uld so abound with the names and tepreseutatinri^ 
e long exploded, and impious follies of darter 



Jupiter, accounted the father and kii 
poils and men, is generally represented 
grave majestic man, seated on a throi 
gold and ivory, and wearing a ningnil 
cloak or mantle, embroidered with vs 
(lowers and figures of animal*. In one 
lie holds bis thunderbolts, and in the oti 
tccplre; while his feet rest upon a pros 
giant, anil an eagle with extended v 
otttnds him ; either because a bird of thai 
r.ies, by resting upon Ids head formerly 
tended his reign, or because in his war* 
llie giants, an eagle brought hiiu his thui 
and thence received the appellation of . 
tt'i'.* armour-bearer. 

This deity wag the son of Saturn an>' 
null was saved from destruction by' 
iher, who entrusted him to the car 
Curyhnntcs or priests of Cybne. Satu 
received the sovereignty of th 
>>)- ImillitT Tilan, on conditio 
tag any male children, iley ~ 
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jn d wrt* to" 

unction!- over »■"-] 
i iei-eru) oracles, the H 
f it Aiiuni-ii and "DoiW 
"to him, because b«* 



Jfe! 

... M'\> lu1 . 



rsjfuAi^. slieep, «* 



Imi 1 "''",^.' '■'■■" 



sy aim Kmetui yown v -wnm i 

wrealbed with Morel, and f m 

Irfchtjr embroidered with gold. 

1k>w and arrows in one hand, aw 

other, and is often delineated wfr 

cause he has a threefold powei 

where all thing! are full of harm 

where he gives health and safetj 

trial creatures ; and in hell, whit 

the wicked with his unerring an 

According to Cicero, there i 

ties of this name, hut to the son 

Ijatona all the actions of the o 

have been attribnted. Daring 1 

Bailey, Jnno, from a spirit of jei 

raised the serpent Python to tor, 

refused her a place to give ' birth 

dren. At length, however, Nepi 

on her distress, and raised the it 

from the bottom of the sea, for 1 

dation. Here she brought forth 

Diana, the former of whom imt 

troyed the serpent who had p 

mother, and from that action act] 

name of Py thins. He is also sai 

vented medicine, music, poetry, 

and to have received from Jupit 

of foreseeing and predicting fu 

whence his oracles were in £etv 
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.0 llrrw, BE"> r ' 1 *^* lead of tie o. 
...mli, which conw4 (>■> dealt. J 
liuirly ininrfnrmeil Ins blowf inta 
• nhitli --■ - !■ - Dame, ami pint 
union,; iliu constellation*. HealMiei 
■ ppmT towards Cyperit 
Me y.iniM, who die J or grief fr 
<i-i->ru!u] .!?er. Hiid «n» changed liy Aft 
iv. i) .n« [n e. ihe branches of w* 



Idler ■.:•-:■■< draw (hi 
i Apollo upon a tablet of 
t ilial Ibe laurel would m t ■ 
lo ■ l ■ to it : a' llioudl ■ 

tea then if U*j>hne benelf * 




.:r|e,l ii 



Ntdbyh«rei*lrrClf«( 
ler to be burned iM I 
ihl lovet >ft.oV\ti wtM I 




and changed it intii a b 

ng frankincense { whilst 

itb hereyeseo 






length 



>, a musician in Pliryg 
.o challenge A y< .11... 

..Hid be" flayed alive by Ihi 

Apollo accented theclnilli'ji^c. an. 

( tallied a complete victorv, lie Hayr 

>se skin is said to have 

la travellers for some time after i- 

UFtrtthnt Marsyaswas converted 

me iuPlirygia. but oil 

Warsyas to tiave derivi 

root the profusiop of tears shed h 

■ad Mtyrs at the unhappy ,:.itu-tr 



Upon annlliiT ocr.r 
ietrial of their skill in i-t 
Ins, king of Phrygia, It 
victory to the latter ; I 
jile veogeaucc on the in 
ing his ears to the length ai 
ears, in token of his ienoran 
Midas was very solicitous to 
grace, hut since it was iinpo 
from his barber, he urged 
solemn manner not to reveal 
be bail seen. Che man pit 
htttBndiag himself means*)' 
•eeret, he Jug a hole in t\w 
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14 MITSOLOCf- 

*nd r.-iurneil liuiiip ; bill some reeds 'imi»«A _ ^ 
ly grew up out of llie place, an>l *"**-»-«« 
they were ■Kilateil by the wiutl, the", U^nm! 
H'iy distinctly, " Riog Midus has the CssxoP 

Tin) most (iimciiF .nin-lt-- nf A [" >1 to were a% 
Deliilii,' Deles. Cyrrba, Clarw, Patara, an* 
Tsneitos ; but hi- nir.-i iiuimiiiisvul temple wafc 
nl Delphi, where lie received immense ofler- 
>:, <- ImiIi JYimi iiiiliiui* and individual*. Ills 

ii'iii|ili.'ii|)['Ti Mi t Ijf.iu-iis, served as a uuida 

tn mariners, by warnini; llii'iii i if llie .lan^^nun 
rnqlis which lay along the const. He hud alto 
a odmwil statue of brass, at Rhodes, which 
h us accounted One of the seven wooden 
nl' llie world. This colorain, which stood 
miniiis the niiMilti '•( llie tmrlirnir, wan seventy 
cubits, or a hundred and live feet high ; lit 
|in>|nii'lifins were of mch magnitude, tlint a 
man could scarcely cra>[i iis thumb with both 
his aftni; and its legs were extended tn 
»ndi a distance, thai ships under sail eg. 
silv ,.a..ed between them. Chares, the dig. 



■monisms JL-ioarj "' °° 5 -„ r of propUi - 

"sir* •■" '••'"■. .."*■■■,■ 

Tbe o»' ve --:^ ,iwd»4 to «* •* 
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anil ll" » 1M 

( In- •' 1 '' 1,uu ;„' Admetus 

•a- *S«n» i uiv,fr r 
to.it. o«u» w e, woriV „i 

rderottto " . he so™ 



Willi respect iv uu vwuba, ~- 
the messenger of the gods; Uu 
shepherds, travellers, orators and 
the god of thieves and all dishone 
and the conductor of departed so 
infernal regions. lie was also 
merchandise among the Romans ; 
Roman merchants celebrated an a 
val in honour of him, on the 15th of 
they in treated his pardon for such 
sn res, perjuries, or false assertion* 
used or uttered in the pursuit of gs 
also be observed, that this deity v 
bly successful in reconciling diifc 
hence he is sometimes represented 
chains flowing from, his mouth, wi 
linked together the minds of his a 
this pacificatory influence extent 

--■* — t.-~ **» <U» immnii(g| t 



r ~~w r *>i*i, *ruu iaosnt 

n the arts of cultivating the 
g their lands, and deciphering 
He is paid to have been con- 
i Osiris, and to have written 
theology, geography, and raedi- 
he Phoenician historian, Sanco- 
reatly indebted. 

OF MARS. 

>d of war, is commonly deli- 
erly roan of a fierce and soar 
with armour, and brandishing 
right hand, as if threatening 
I beholders. He sits or stands 
wn by two .furious horses, 
ave named Flight and Terror. 
, Discord precede th*»m s~ 



1 



20 MYTHOLOGY. 

exercise. He gained Hie affections t 
but her husband, Vulcnn, being ap 
their interview!*, caught the two lo 
net, and exposed them to the ridk 
the deities, (ill Neptune's ktttHM 
cured their release, tn tile meiuoi 
between Jupiter and the Titan*, I 
seized by Oun ami f.phinl Les. mid ill 
confinement, where lie remained liftee 
till, at length, be wan liberated by 
During the Trojnn war he espoused 
■ >l" [lie iju-iciced, mid deli-nded Ibp fav 
"Venus wilh equal activity and resolu 
His temples were not very nur 
Greece, but in Home be received It 
honours ; the warlike inhabitants bei 
of paying tbeir adorations to a deity 
considered as the natron of their citj 
reputed father of Romulus, their first 
His surnames among the Romans * 
vors, HuirinuH, and Salisubsulus '. Tl 
called him Ares, whence the fame 
Areopagus, and Areopagites were 
and he was (he Mamersof the Cartb 
the Enyalut of the Sabines, and the 
of the Gauls. He was the father . 
Anleros, and Harmonia, by the goi 
nus;and of Tereua, king of Thrac 
nymph Bistonis. He presided ove: 
and gladiators, and was the god of 
and of all warlike and manly eser 




MYTHOLOGV, 



U priestt, among ttie Roman?, were called 
i; they were first appointed dy Nunia, and 
ir chief business was to gourd the racred 
one of which was said to have (alien 
o in the time of a pestilence, and 
preservation of which depended the. fate 

o this deity were sacrificed the wolf, for 
is ; tbe horse for his utility in war ; 
e, for hit nwenousness ; the cock, 
is vigilance ; and grass, because it grows 
depopulated towns, and is supposed Id 
ing up quicker in those places which have 
si moistened with blood. 

OF BACCHUS. 

["his deity was the son of Jupiter and 
■ele, but the manner of his birth, as ru- 
ed by the poets, was equally strange and 
icnlouB. Juno being acquainted with Ihc 
rigue between her husband and Semele, 
lived to sacrifice the latter to her jealousy. 
i therefore visited Semele, in the form of 
old woman, aud in the course of conversa- 
i advised her to try whether her lover wero 
lly what he pretended ; by requesting him, 
e were indeed the Thunderer, to come 10 

bed with the same glory and majesty with 
ch he ascended the couch of tbe immortal 
10. Semele was gratified with this counsel, 

resolved to put the plan in execution. 
wrdiDijry, st the next i ' 



_,- urst taught the 
— , together with the arts of til- 
I end making honey, to the Egyptians ; 
» therefore paid him divine honours under 
name of Osiris. He is said to have in vent- 
commerce, merchandise, and navigation, 
in he was king of Phoenicia. At the time 
mi men wandered about the earth unsettled, 
<educed them into union and society, taught 
nto worship the gods, and delivered many 
uJent predictions. He subdued India, 
pt, Syria, Fhrygia, and all the east, where 
retted pillars in commemoration of his 
ries, as Hercules did in the west : and he 
d to have been the first who invented 
is and other royal insignia. His con- 
were easy and without bloodshed, as 
rale easily submitted to a hero who in- 
d them in such useful arts. *»'"' '"** 

tlAMIVA hlpSfli"- 
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HOLOGY. 2S 

lude to tbe Hebrew word 
i aocordiugly (lie chariot 
'u by tigers ; and as Nim- 
1 hunter, one of the meek 
ihushai precisely the ttata 

iwever, have conjectured 
original or this fnbulout 
at for the follow iiuj rni- 
Dsiria, ts said to have beea 
ere he was shut up in an 
on the waters; and as ho 
(he child of two mother*, 
le mother by nature, had 
, viz. Pharaoh's daughter. 
an ivy stick thrown upon 
f the Rt.cc bee, crept like ■ 

rkue^, while the Bacchai 
/. Orpheus directly call* 
I i viii i^r.rihes to him the 
in. And as the Baccha-, 
acchus, are said to have 
fa rock, liy striking it with 
is the country wherever 
villi wine, milk, and hon- 
probablt that the ancient 

geof Holy Writ; tli.m.i;'* 
iiaracter of ibis deity are 
villi the virtue and upright. 



lie <*>•"" 
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MYTHOLOGY. 23 

a left :— sometimes ihis Gordon's heed was 
*p ported on her brcast-plote, whirl] as well u. 
r shield, anil helmet ivss entwined Willi 
[hlfiil serpent*. Hut when .'he appeared a.« 
if goddess of lite tiliernl art*, she usually wore 
t Mriegsled veil, which Ihe ancients call 

> is said to have contended with 
concerning the right of giving a. 
:e to the capita! of Cccmpia, till m IoilIIi 
J tie assembly of the gods fettled the ili-|mie, 
, iy promising the preference to uliiiriw'vpi' 
I M the two should present the inhabitants "i(!i 
j the most valuable sift- -Ai:cimliiii;ly, iVi-|ituii<: 
| Mjuck the ground with his tridr.it, and in- 
stantly produced a hone : bill Minerva eaiiM. I 
■n olive to spring out of the earth, and obtain- 
ed the victory by Ihe PMHrfniQlU JMffVagD of 
the gods ; who observed that an olive, tki' em- 
blem of peace, was la r preferable to a horse, 
which was the symbol of war. The vietm-inm 
deity therefore called the city Athene, after 
her own name in Greek. 

This goddess is said to have iuvi r,:>-il ilie 



presumed to challenge her in this art, but it 

E roved her ruin ; for the offended publr-s lore 
tr work, and struck her forehead with a 
spoke of Ihe wheel. This di^rat-i! ilruve 
Arachne lo despair, and induced Uer to lianp 
herself; but Minerva, touched with renmr-.' ar 
4er untimely fate, re&meAVftc \» Wi,n\v 
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change*! her into a spider, which i 
ly employed in spinning. Ovid all 
in the following lines:— 

y__Arachne ihrire upon her forehead wm 



thai instrument by a river tide, 
the water how much her face 1 
aud deformed by blowing it, (I 
■side with indignation, (Dying, ' 
nesa of the music it too dear if pi 
:l iH i a rate." 

She was known among the an 
variety of names. She was calle 
bpcuuto a* the goddeBB or war she 
the numbers of men ; Athens, 
never nicked the breast of a mi 
tncnos, from her perpetual celiba 
from the epear which she brandi 
liniid : and Tritonia, from the It 
where she was educated. The wo 
jierva was universally establishec 
J'liirnit'irt, lireece, Italy, Gaul, 
iv In; i-i- several magnificent templeBi 
anil solemn festivals celebrated in 
She was particularly partial lo thf 
the owl and Ibe cock were her favt 

and the dragon among reptiles wt 
her. 
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rated sta wi of this god Jew, called 
jm, was said to have falkn I'rom 
le the citadel of Troy wis buil.ling: 
ie oracle of Apollo was consulted 
age event, be replied, that on the 
i of that image depended t ho safely 
his ci renins lance was well known 
!ks during Ihe Trojan war, and 
lysses and Diomedes were cunimis- 
eal sway the fatal statue. They, 

crept into the city through the 
'era, and executed this task with 
;r of Helenu., the Son of Priam, 

action proved unfaithful to his 
t ccording to "Virgil. Minerva was 
censed at the violence offered to 
that the Palladium appeared to 
il life, and by the Hashes from its 
dden springs from the earth, ex- 
inger of the insulted goddess, — 
* affirm that this sUtue was re- 
i the Greeks by .rEneas, who car- 

hira to Italy ; bat others are of 

there were two Palladiums, 
de of Minerva the poets evident- 
to represent wisdom, or a sound 
knowledge, united to discretion 

of manners. Thus it has been 
at Minerva sprang out of Jupiter's 
se all real wisdom and useful sci- 
II as every virtue and mental ac- 
t, were derived from the inex- 
ntain of Dbub WwAow, W&ite 
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was born armed, to denote that the soul 1 
is lurtilied liy wisdom ami virtue, is compl 
armed against all the vicissitudes of for 
The severe and majestic countenance o 
god clefs, implies that wisdom united with i 
is fi|ua]|y commanding and respectable >a 
situation, in indigence as welt as in aJBt 
in a cottage as well an on a throiin, m 
the infirmities of age and sickness as m 
in the bloom of youth and the vigour of h 
It may, alto, be observed, that as Miners 
vented and exercised the art of spinning, i 
(vise young woman is distinguished by h 
horrtmce uf idleness, and her love of cor 
dalde industry— With respect to the F 
nni, it is said to have fallen from heavi 
cause, as the Sacred Writings testily, 
good and perfect gift is from above, nr 
eth (town from tlie Father of Lights ; 
Ibis statue gave security to the city in 
, was placed, so in those cities and 1 
where wisdom presides, the people ei 
quillity and protection. 

OP VENUS, AND HER ATTEI 
HVM EN^US, CUPID, ADU 
THE GRACES. 

Tuts goddess, who presides ove 1 
ter, pleasures, and the Graces, 
as a remarkably beautiful w 
with a (juroJc garment cnr : 
mantis, and attended by h« 



MTTttOlODT. 33 

tbe beautiful Adonis. The chitr- 

. she rides i> made of ivory, beauti- 

1 and gilded, ant drawn by swans 

sometimes, however, she if painted 

, virgin rising from the ocean, and 

a kin J of shell ; anil some artists 

n her arrows, and made Suada, the 

.f eloquence, her Companion. Yet 

aniline; there beautiful represenla- 

d tbe line titles which are attached 

>ily, the washerself an impudent har- 

tbe avowed friend and patroness of 

in parity. 

mythologisU mention four Venuses, 
ire bom of different parents ; but tbe 
i, of whom we are now treating, wag the 
uinent of Ibem, and to her were ascrib- 
beauties as well as (he disgraces of tbe 
It is said that she sprang from tbe 
f the sea, and, being laid in a shell, in- 
fa cradle, she was driven by Zephyrus 
he island Cythera, or Cyprus, where the 
received her inlo their bosoms. Having 
J her education in this place, she was 
to heaven, and presented to the gmU, 

^e ; but as she rejected the advances i'f 
r, he punished her obstinacy by uniting 
tb his ugly son Vulcan. After this fin 
iny lewd and disgraceful intrigues u ill 
ds, which serve to show her real charm 
d the profligacy as well as the absurdil 
ie who paid her ShVm toOBsin. Tl 
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power of Vent* over the bear' W"W Js|, 
Supported by a girdle, calW '"^^J 
Greeks, Mid rasliuhy the Roiwuia- iD«*, , 
.Ic, I..! girdle conferred beauty, f™"- 1 **,, 
gance, even on the most deformed, ana ^^ 
both to excite love and to revive t:\<\\<--;,i~/, 
flames. The contest of Venus for the goftf, 
apple of Discord is well known ; in which * 
gained the prize against Pallas and Juno, a. 
rewarded the umpire with the nin-t lienniiri 
woman in the world, which oeci,-ium;d l| 
Trojan war. 

The companions of Venus were Hj-iuen<eo 
Cupid, Adonis, and the Graces : — The 6t, 
nl" these was the son of Bacchus and Vent 
Urania, born in ittica, where he used to re 
i: ! i .> stolen virgin" and restore them to their p 
rents. He was of a very fair complexion, an 
usually crowned with a wreath of sweet ma 1 
yi ram or roses; in one hand he carried a tort;] 
mid in the other a flame-coloured veil, to M 
present the blushes of a virgin. 

Cupid, the -or, of Venus and Jupiter, thong 
jln' youngest of the deities, is ;iri-i,nnl,'d on 
at [he strongest, and is the insuperable nnm|H| 
ion of his mother, as without his ;,.--isi;uiu 
-In. 1 cinifessL" siie (jiii] ilii nothing. This is ex 
pressed in Virgil's fourth Xneiil ; — 

This attendant on the uueen of love i 
drawn naked, because a lover deprives bimsel 
■.-■■' .ill thui he has tor the sake ol u.U rnvtUwi 



miu «m «*raujrtuD, ■king ui ^J - 

and his extraordinary beauty excited the 
rf Venus, who took great pleasure in hi * 
ismy. One day being engaged in hunting, 
Id boar attacked and killed him. Venus, 
shedding many tears for his loss, changed 
iodd into a flower called anemony, and 
erpine restored his body to life, on coodi- 
that be should spend six months with her, 
Jie rest of the year with Venus ; by which 
the alternate appearance of summer and 
n is implied. 

le three Charities, or Graces, were daugh- 
>f Venus by Jupiter or Bacchus, and were 
*ftt attendants on their mother. They 
represented naked, because acts of kind- 
ought to be done with openness and can- 
; and they held each other by the hand, 
note that there ought to he a perpetual 
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fed to the woods, and devoted herself to hunt- 
ing ; but she WBI afterward! reconciled 10 
CephHlus, and gave biru an unerring arrow 
Which she bad received from Diana. Cenlia- 
Inj being extremely fund of bunting, used to 
(fiend part of every day in that amusement, 
and when Fatigued lie l^mitlv laid hiwielfduiin 
in mil' diady spot, and earnestly called for 
Aro, or the refreshing breeie. This jitnhit;- 
onus word was mistaken for a mistress, by 
tome person who mentioned it '" Procris. and 
that unfortunate lady resolved to watch for 
and discover her rival. She accordingly went 
tn the woods and concealed lietM.ll" in a bush, 
till Cephalus called as usual, upon the name of 
1m. She then lifted up her bend to obtain 
"sight of the nymph ; bin the rustling whii ii 
ilw made in the leaves induced Cephalus 10 
appose some game was at baud, and hi? uu- 
Mediately let fly bis fatal arrow. Prnerls 
was pierced to the heart, and Suuti expired in 
the arms of her husband ; nckn.juk'dgit'L: that 
she bad fallen a' victim to her groundless 

'1 ithontis win the son of I-iuirueduii, kioL i<!" 
Troy. Aurora In/cumr. enamoured of h l / 1 1 1- fi . i 
his c^iriioi'iliniiry besiuty, ami carried him lu 
heaven, uh,'i'i- slur I'eu'xi'ded bis love Willi the 
gift of immortality ; but bavins; forgot tn usii 
of the Fates n piTjjclualiMn ( ,f bis youth. In', 
in proeers of time, became old and dierepiil. 
He now perceived hi- immortality to be a but- 
il en rather t bail a lAesiw;,, wi&mJKd. A.uc .l.i 
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m did Niobe boast of her greatness si 
I;, ami despise others in comparison 
If; but her pride soon stripped her of t 
MMeil happiness, and reduced her from I 
it of pomp to the lowest degree of miser; 
hen fcttona perceived the conlempliio 
rlour of this proud queen, she comiii 
d Apollo and Diana, to revenge the i 

that bud been ollered to their mutlx 
irdingty, having filled their quivers wi 
«, tiiey went to the palate, where tin 
killed (he sons, then the daughters, W 
j lbs bnsband of Niobe, who wilnessi 
rholeofthii horrid ma; sacre, and slut 
Bed with grief, till at length the w 
xe& to a marble statue. 
e rustics of Lycia incurred Latona's i 
ition by their inhumanity : for when >< 
lered in the fields, during her pregnane 
led with walking, and upprt^ed by (I 
of the weather, she almost fainted wi 
. At length she discovered a spring, 
oltoni of the valley, "rid eagerly rfm 

the cooling water-.. Inn tin- n.'igl.Wmi; 
is slopped her and bade her depart, H 
seuted her condition iullie 1110*1 ehinui'i 




manner, and earnestly begged leave 
her thirst ; bul lliej reiiwini'd irtexi 
even leaped into the water to a 
stream. This barbarous treatment 
cd her so mucii that she exclaimed, 
always live in thi." water." Act 
were turned into frogs, and paste 
uaiuder of their days iii tbe uittdtly 






CHAPTER IV. 

Of tin Terrttirial Geda. 

OF SATURN. 

SATURN is generally represent 
old [nan, bowed down with age and i 
Ids cheeks are thin and bo How, his 
full of furrows, and his eyes mink. H 
scythe in Ills right hand, witli a serpe 
seems biting hit own tail, and in his 1 
he holds a child, which he raises up, 
paring hi devour it. He was the son 
or Uranus, by Terra or Then. Afte 
mutilating his father, he nhtaincd the I 
by the Consent of his elder brother, 
lie did not hrine: up any male children 
sequence of Ibis agreement, Saturn al 
von red bis huls «s won a- they were 
/."> wife concealed the birth of Jnpit 
lose owl fiutu, -..nd ins\cnA"{ \' 



id him courteously, and even made him 
artner on the throne. Saturn now applied 
elf to the most beneficial avocations ; civi- 
g the barbarous manners of the inhabitants 
Aly, and instructing them in the noble art 
griculture. His reign, also, was ho mild 
beneficent, that the ancient poets have 
id it the goUUn age, to express the happi- 
which they enjoyed. 

uinan sacrifices alone were acceptable to 
rn, and the gladiators were placed under 
»rotection, and fought at his feasts. Wax 
rs were lighted upon his altars, and tho.se 
sacrificed to hiin had their head? bare, 
the priests wore scarlet garments. The 
vals called Saturnalia are supposed to have 
i instituted long before the foundation oi 
le. They were originally celebrated on I > 




Willi regard to the liistorical si 
fable, some writers are of opinion, tha 
was Niinrod, the founder of tbe Bat 
empire ; but Bochartus and some oil 
inclined lo suppose, tbat Noah was re 
ed by this deity ; anil lliat for the fc 

As in the time of Nnah all mankin 

age there was but one language, wfc 
mutually, understood by men and brtii 
Noah was called, in the Hebrew la 
a man of the earth, or a husbandman, 
is justly called the same, from his n 
with Tellus, whose other names were/ 
Rhea; and as Noah was the first pi 
vineyards, so the art of cultivating fn 
vineyards is, by some, attributed to I 
invention. Noah was once overeot 
wine, because lie probably had never 
diced it* strength before : and the Sa 
uii- frequently di-iml; excessively, un 
iilrtu th;u Ibeir god was a friend and pi 
inebriated persons. As Noah foret 
coming of the tlood ; so did Saturn 
thiit lliere sluuihl be great qunu titles 
and an ark built, in which men, birds, a 
tiles hliuuld all sail together: and a 
i> [firms ih.it Saturn, with Ids wife Rhi 
llifisn ii'itli him, were born of Ocean 
Thetis ; so Noah and M ttiaV w 



- the gods naked, snoum ... 
led. 

sophical point of view, however, 

idently designed to denote Time, 

xount he is represented as devour- 

Idren, because the days, months, 

, &c. are the children of Time, 

alwayb devours after their birth ; 

cythe which Saturn carries in bis 

1 apt symbol of Time ; before whose 

} weapon all earthly things fall and 

way. 

OF JANUS. 

eity is commonly represented as a 

n with two faces, by which he sees 

^th before and behind him. 

•» M e f fte ^ and tie 
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whence tlie gates before private h 
Home were culled j mm* ; ami thoro 
were called, in (he plural nuniber.jun 

He Is called Eifrons and Biceps, 
he had I no faces, end saw both thing! 
future; or because, ai lord of the moi 
observes both Dm morning and the 
He wan, also, sometime* culled Q,u 
and was represented with four faces, i 
the four quarters of the world, which he 
by Lis eiHni.kp] iirul iinthority. The n 
he held in hi? ha nd, denoted llial lie v 
diiui of the ways end roads ; and tha 
Intended to show that he was the inv 
locks, and the opener of all the mo i 
first of which is called January, after 1 
His key was alio intended to signify 
was, as it were, the door, through i 
tha prayers and intercessions of mask 
access to the gods : for, in all sacrifices 
were first offered up to Janus.— The 1 
Janus, founded by Romulus and Tal 
always kept open in lime of war, 
when the Romans enjoyed profound pi 
is particularly worthy of remark, tha 
the i-pace or seven hundred years, thi 
was only shut three times :— once b; 
about SiU, R. C. the second time by ' 
suls Marcus Attillut and Titus Man] 
the Carthaginian war ; and lastly, b; 
tua, after his decisive victory at Aclii 

.According lo the WinA yroVmMt i 

this fable of Janus was 4tuw» Itoo 
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icnt king of Italy, whn founded the town of 
■nieulum. and in- deified nfti-r his death hy 
he affection of his subjects ; hut souieauthin-. 
appose bun to have been a priest, a prophet, 
ind n divine. Without entering into this il.-- 
pBie, however, it may suffice to consider Janus 
u the emblem or prudence ; and in this sense 
0'if young readers niay contemplate the fiction 
with some real advantage. The wisdom of 
J»nus seemed to consist in a remembrance of 
pfct events, and in the foresight of thins- to 
tome : s<> the prudent man, hy hia smithy ni 
Wind and maturity df judgment, observes, with 
tqual facility, things p;ist uinl liiture, and by 
a just connection of cuiistis: ninl efl'ects, is ena- 
■lid in join thins- prc-cril iviili ihings to r."[iir. 
md thins- future with those that ore past. — 
lanus held a key in his hand capahle of Mi- 
licking every Junr; and to the prudent mnii 
milling is so private or obscure that his: care 
Hid sillily tridimi ili.i.jver ami esjihun ; ni'lii- 
ng so liilln iiIl end inuiciiic that his per-evc- 
-iitii;i' iin.i iiL(.'t.!iinily niniiol overcome ami tin- 
ulrt. By the key of prudence iie opens 1 1 ir- 
-ii-h cniiiiii'l nf kmovli'd-;.', iinmovcs the Imp''. 
mil iliilii utlie. th;n lay in his way ; and iiisiie 
iiiles himself effectually into the favour mill 
rieudshipof those ivliu , like himself, are lirt-1*- 
■ily possessed of prudence and virtue. 

Ait Janus is said to have first HltrodllUen' 
-It Fir.*, temples, and sacrifices; 




Janus was fir«f. addressed in all sacrilkM, 
• sublime doctrines of Christianity dil 
nto offer all his prayers ' " 



OF VULCAN. 

Yitlcak was the son of Jupiter and Jai 
nf whom it is said, that being rendered « 
temptible by hii deformity, he was kicked 
ol heaven into the is|o of Leiunos, and' 
his leg in the fall. He then set 
i-hup, and taught the Leiuniar 
uses of the fire and iron. He has been 
united by the ancient |iuels foi 
works and figures which hi? produced, uid it 
11 -sorted, that the first woman wan "-" 
iiy the hammer of Vulcan, and _ 
i\ilh mine jjii't Iiy path of i lit' gods, wheKH 
she was named Pandora. Minerva gave ha 
wi-dom, Venn-, Utility; M^rniry. c-IOf|iit-ric« 
:.ml I lie resl of (lie 1!m,I- ilillWvui m ■(.■.( mijilisli 
iiieiils. It i> also 'iiid iliat vvln-n ['t-itrtii-dieu! 
style fire from heaven to animate the mil 
u'hichbe bad made, Jupiter sent Pandora V 
I" nunc the us willi a sealed box, hut he wouli 
in t receive it. He (hen sent her with tbi 
t;uae box 10 (he wife of Prometheus's brothel 
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:, out of ■ natural curiosity, opened it ; 
hich all sorts of disease and evils flow 
rag mankind, leaving nothing but hope 

Cyclops of Sicily were Vulcan's «e: 
nd attendant, and nilb Lim they f< 
d not only arms for tbe god? and ede 
heroes, but also forged thunder for Ju> 

) infidelity of his wife, Venus, is well 

:an whs generally represented as an 
eformed blacksmith, blowing with his 
s anni the fire of his forges, and some- 
olding a hammer raised in tbe air ready 
e, while with the other hand he turns 
tncers, a thunderbolt on an anvil. He 
eived the surnames of Mulciber, Pam- 
, Pandaraater, Clytotecbnes, Chalai pa- 
all expressive of his profession or lame- 
Hi* worship was generally established 
pt, at Athens, and among tlie Romans ; 
calf and a boar pig were the principal 
i offered upon his altars. 
Vulcania were first celebrated at Rome, 
our of this deity ; at which, they threw 
animals into the lire, to be burnt to 
ami a temple was dedicated to him upon 
L Kliiii, in Sicily, whence he is sometimes 
Etmeus. This temple was guarded by 
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t palace* ofTroy were rcdtii 



OF ,T,Ot.US. 

tbe god "f ill', winds, i» =i 
le -'in of Jupiter, by .>■■■!■■ 
Hippotss, from whom heisn 
Others, however, are of op 
the ton of Hippotaa. He rei 
nd of jMslia, and became hi 
- of tails, and a great astroni 
-ally believed that the wind! 
: under his power ; whenei 
ccasion to deify him, as god o 
power and authority in hi 
cribed by Virgil in the folio 



ni|j*ri>li-iirb5tlie M-tuirdim: 'Mr.sl', 
.' li'Ti.|.i'-f- i:i ilar'r. i'ii-uli- tii ri- !r- 
I -.-iar i\-< hr,|.at:iMir rantiy.™ li'ml. 

■:. II. f ■j.i.ii un-.l monarch »lam!s. 
isMTjiln-.ar.fi (Sirir riiic i ONii[iii:-J j 

J th- world bcfan- tli';m in their way 
!.l <►'!-, i!i;r:l|J:i imiili -pair wolMi 

vonlat By lielore Hit i: r.v in- 'oi.l. 
r fury to thete dark ihode? ; 

ij (it'.c-i : .'.u:l.i.'irfcni: alki; 
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The numeol" this deity seems ti 
derived from a Greek word signifyiaj 
because the winds over which he pro 
continually varying or changing. Hr 
times represented asati oldman with 
We heard, and a pair of wings fas* 
shoulders. He sits on the cliff of i 
in;:, toward the ocean, and point: 
winds, who appear with inflated cner 
by his side, as if in the act of raising ■ 
at their sovereign's command. 

OF MOMTJS. 

Mosiro, the god of pleasantry amoi 
ancients, was the son of Nox and & 
His name in the Greek language sigi 
jester, or mimic, and accordingly he I 
no employment, but passes un indole 
amusing himself with the actions and s 
of the other deities, and frequently cea 
and deriding llieru Willi the greatest! 
Neptune. Vulcan, and Minerva, all < 
enced the severity of his wit and satir 
having contended which of them w 
most skilful artificer, Neptune formed i 
Vulcan a man, and Minerva a boas 
then made Mom us umpire in the d 
He, however, condemned all the perforo 
The bull he disliked, because his horn 
not placed before his eyes, which wouli 
enabled Dim to give a stronger, and e 
blow ( ioe man he cotiucmiwu, ketaose 
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i Window in his hreast, trl discover hi« 

; and he found fault with ihe house, 

immoveable, and could not in: 

d from bad neighbours. — This deity is 

•My represented in the act of raising n 

' m his face, and holding a small figure 



CHAPTER V. 

Of the. Terminal GodduKi. 
OF VESTA. 

EST A, ihe wife of Ctelum, and the mother 
ituro, is the eldest of the goddesses ; but 
it placed among the terrestrial deities, Iju- 
e she is the same with Terra, and derives 
name from clothing, because plants, fruits, 
are the clothing of the earth, (-he iviis 
wenled sitting, because the world was mi- 
lly supposed to be immoveable; and a drum 
given her to denote that the earth contain. 
■e boisterous winds within its bosom. Hei 
I was usually crowned with a wreath i.;" 
!rs. and several kinds of animals were do- 
ited as creeping about and fawning upi'ii 
There was another Vesta, however, nb<. 
worshipped us the goddess of lire ! and ii. 
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iug robe, willi a veil on her head, 
one hand a lamp, and in the othi 
or sometimes a palladium. She wa 
ter ol'Saiiirn, by his wifcRbea, an 
was thifily exercised about altari 
Indeed the is said to have inveute 
building, and was esteemed the gi 
patroness of bouse*; statues of ll 
were, therefore, placed before the 
houses at Rome, nnil the places 
stood, were called from her name, 
Vesta was a virgin, and so jrreal 
ol'diii-tity, tJiiil ulirn J [i piter gave 
to ask any favour which sh<: parlit 
ed to obtain, she requests! that 
iihviiys remain in i-eliliacy, and reci 
oblations in all sacrifices. Her 

•d ; and c 

uk.pt in 
or in a chimney, but in t;»rili.?[i v,-s- 
ed in (he air, and watched by the VI 
with the utmost care; for if this fire 
be extinguished, all public ami priv 
was interrupted, and a vocation pit 

prodigy: if it appeared that 1 be ai 
pened through the carelessness or 

of tin.' virgins, they wore FBicrc] 
and the sacred flame was rekindled 
of the sun. 

The office of llie priestess roi 

ill/.- -erviceof this j;ofklt>s ;i[i|iiM,rs I 

of great antiquity, as l\w ttut, > est 
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il to hnve been chosen by Mae**. Kuma 
lilttei] four, to which Taripiin added two - 
t after the expulsion of the Tarquins, the 
h-prie-t was entrusted with the care of 
required that tlicy should be 
I family, and unexeeptioualdt; 
b, and for thirty years they were 
'e in the strictest continent ; 
n years were spent in learning the 
■t of their order; the fallowing ten were 
On pied in the religious discharge of those 
and the remainder of i he time Was de- 
al instrar linj; younij ni'ivi<:iate>-. When 
the staled period hail elapsed, they were per. 
ailted to marry ; or if they preferred a sin. 
tie life, thry remained as attendants on ilir 
i'Uier vettnla. The vestal wlin forfeited b.-i 
hastily was doomed to be buried alive ; bin 
it is laid, that for the space of a thousand 

C;, during which this order remained in us- 
ee, only eighteen vestal? inftirrcd [Hiiiisli- 
nent by a violation of their vow. 

OF CYBELE. 

Cibem, the daughter of Crelus and Tew 
s nupnosed to be the same with Khea, * ) | .- 
bona Dea, Hugna-Mater, Dimly merio, Hen ■ 
[ynthia, ie. According to Diodorus, >hi 
Has the daughter of a Lydian prince, ami ly 

n>on as ho rii she was exposed on a .i:i.ni 

ailed Cybele, where she was preserve! liik! 
■uckletl "J suine beasts. On Utf return tu bo 
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father, she became enamiwired or A 
bly in consequence of his having I 
ilmicd her worship into Plirygia. 
Some authors consider Cjbele 
ci T Saturn, but others affirm thai si . . 
consort of king Faunus, who beat aw it 
myrtle rwls till she died, because she ditpM 
herself upon tome occasion, by bccoffliB|l 
toxicated with wine ; but the king after** 
relenting of his severity, deified the vUUMl 
hi* anger, and paid her divine honour), fia 
it was unlawful for any one to bring a^fl 
ink. the temple, and in her sacrifice*, Ow' 
selsof wine 

stead of wine. 

The inodesty of thin goddess was so low 
utile, llint no uinn ever saw her except herl 
liund ; for which reason ber sacrifices l 
(■vi'i'urmed in private, and all men wert 
tlinleil from her temple. Silence was, I 
particularly observed in her sacrifices, ace 
ins to the doctrine of the Egyptians and 
thngoreans, who taught tkat 6 oil was t 
Worshipped in silence, because From tbi 
things took their beginning. The priest 
tyhelc, called Galli, Corybanles, &c 1 
u.it admitted into her service without apt 
i. us mutilation ; and in the celebration of t 
festivals they imitated madmen, cutting 
slashing their anus with knives, and n 
Hi. air with dreadful howling*, mixed wi 
'•wif/ispd clangour ol aim*, aoA \^« ™»a 
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>rels, *c. The bos mid 
thin goddess; the fi 
used in ber sacrifices ' 
I ; and the Utter in n 
reA Atys, whom flic n 
•i.bn condition thit he 
a itkte of contingent 
his virtue, the goddi 
a lit of insanity liia 
tid was about to tern 
,en he was suddenly c 

ifficiently obvious the 
designed to re pre sen 

:, asit is generally re 
lowers is placed on lie i 
.ersand castles are buil 
in a chariot, to denote 
pended in the air, am 
3g,e serve to show, thp 
liody, and continually 
mn by lions, because 
ingoveroable, but tbal 
nrl piety may tame it 

the yoke : ami the : 
her hand serves to rcn 
e earth locks up man) 
di she opens and displ 

Hir is also represer 
i pregnancy, to iniimr 
tii. and sometimes she 
-casts, to denote lUM. tl 
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Cares, however, was bo great, 

Cited Proserpine to pass six 
mother, and the rest of the j 
husband. 

Having obtained this favour, 
vent to Attica, which at that tii 
pletely desolate, and insiruclpd 
*if Eleuthis in every thing relatir 
lure, nnd the management of fru 
then lent him her chariot, and dc 
travel all over the world, and to t 
her important lessons to the rude 
who hail hitherto subsisted upon n 
&.C Ceres, also, pp rfonin.il the. 
legislator, and the Sicilians fount 
toge of her salutary regulations; 
received the appellation of I 
Ovid gives much the same accoi 
the following lines:— 

Who gave a»Ecl fruits, anil e«y fru It al 

The principal festivals institnl 
of this goddess, were the Eleimn: 
mophoria, and the Arobarvalia. I 
nia there were two sorts, the Mojo 
ted to Ceres', and the minora, to 
Those who were initiated in the 
pulled off their clothes till the-} ( 
and to publish any Vatng twse.o 
deemed a heinous Mime. MA\ 
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ed torches were used in tbe tncriiic' 
v/ilh lliem Ceres sought her dan; 
(lie devotees called upon the name 
pine in llir ■Irreti (mil highways, I. 
was Idled with Ilieir hirelings, (i 
"!■■■> celebrated at these times, in 
vielors were crowned Willi a wrea 

The Thesmo phone were firsl in! 
Triptoleuius, or, According la com 
daughter of Danaus; andtbeywer 
with the utmost solemnity in most <i 
ciat. cities, hut particularly at Atl 
Fome days a fast was kept, and wim 
gellier banished from the altars. S 
sacrificed on thin occasion, becatiiu 
apt to destroy the fruit* of the eartl; 
lands composed of ears of corn wer 
ufl'ered to the benelicent goddess. 

Tbe Arabarvalid, were solemn ( 
round the ploughed lands, celebrat 
Humans, in the months of April 
Their name is derived from the Let 
Ais «nr.i, or going round the fiflil* 
sheep, and a bull, were led round t 
husbandmen, crowned witb oak-J 
tinging the prunes of Gerea) uh 
tude of peasants followed dancing, 
making repeated a tela mat i mis. 
ul H'inr mingled witb milk hih 
then offered, and the irouiulatiui 
t>rmi„»u n ] Ihv solemnity. 'l\i 

beautifully dewribed by tue pot 




. -i>™ -<i<m -.limiting u they co; 

i>Ti- hi™ their jBTlj-ntorea, 

.11,-: [iji-iit >- N.frumzroivDeurtoor*. 

■■• II"- -I'lin ; I (III! ■ In - ■■■-!'■■ ini.il, 

■ ■ ■':■ ■ ' ■:■!■ :>■■■ -■■■■ ■ ■■ .■ ■■' ■■■[, 

ere oil, wl 1« «w M>-rliw. I.iii.l 

■-..ikH-n ..|.-,i!i- li|. I.-.ll,,,. I.|j|.,l,.- ImjiJ. 



■es aa well a» Cybele, is evidently figura- 
F the earth. Thus she is represented en 
formed anil beautiful woman, because 
irtb is admirably proportioneii by Divine 
>m, anil appears beautiful to the bc- 
-, particularly when ornamented with 
and emhroiJerrd with a rich profusion 
n(s and fljwers : her hair is yellow ; bc- 
Ihe ears of corn when fully ripe, are of 
dIoux : her breast? seem ilisteriiie.il with 
because the earth brings forth all tilings 
itself, and affords maternal nourishment 
ipport. The torch which sbe bears in 
mil, ami the poppy which she holds hi 
.ber, may represent the lire by which all 
. arc animated, and the blessing of sleep. 
nythologists, however, tell u* that she 
■ ;i lighted torch, because she sought her 
ter with torches which sbe kindled ot 
p of Mount Etna; and that when through, 
he wbk completely robbed of all repose, 
r gave her a pou?y lu **V "J- 1 * 1 - 11**°* 




ine Muses, and Apollo 

st of i\\fc "Muses^ waa so 
etness of Vvw vw»\ ifca 
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presidt 

was deemed by Horace capable of playing uii 
*ny musical instrument. Slit was gene rally re- 
presented crowned with laurel, and Miling 
in her band Nil. [iin-[ i-liiii.ii.- tpie poems ofan- 
liirulty. 

Clio, the second mure, presided over bisto- 
fy, and derived her name from tlie glory or 
famousness of things she recorded.' She is re- 
presented crowned with a laurel wreath, holJj 
iru[ a trumpet in one hand, and a book in lite 
other ; though fiiiin-limi> -lie holds a plu-Jrum, 
or quill, with a lute. Her office was lailhful- 
ly to record the actions of brave and illustii- 
□ui characters. 
Erato, was the muse who presided over 
ind tender poetry ; and is supposed, by 
' '.invented the art of limiting. 
apparently thoughtful, ■■•!;'. 
d animated : her templts arc 
?ch and myrtle, uuil she gpu- 
erally appears linliliiu a lyre in her li.tml. She 
was invoked by Im-eii, nnriituhirly in Ihe 
month of April, which, aiuonj; the H. 1111:1:1=, 
seemed particularly devoted to the tetidi-r pas- 

ThaLiA, was so called from her lui-kne" 
and gaiety, as presiding over fc.iii ■.!-. nn>! 
comic or pastoral poetry. She is ii-u;iUy dV 

liuealed leaning 011 a column, holdim: .1 i 

in her right hand, end a shepherd's trunk i:< 
her left. Her dress appears shorter ijpul ln::s 
ornamented than tiiaWiW. wW-- 




over muM*/, «.. 

the inventress of the flute, c*.-^ ^ mx 
opinion that the invention of \oglt \^ 
thi* goddess. She is repre*en\fcA to* 
with a wreath of flowers, and holding 
hi her hand. 

Terpsichore derives her name front t 
pleasures she took in dancing, of which |) 
was the goddess and president. She U qq, 
monly painted with a crown of laurel oh & 
head, and a musical instrument in her fig- 
hand. 

Melpomene, was so named from the nei 
dy of her song, l^he presided over trag* 
and Horace has addressed the finest of hit o> 
to her, as the patroness of lyric poetry. f 
was represented with a serious countenar 
holding a dagger in one hand, and a ere 
- -i oonti-R in the other. Her garnu 

- • — -l oho ;„«,._._ 



.Sfco is reprei«ate>l as o- 

l!'.''.Mr", and Ub ■ 

- "U pre-iUmt. A. 
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isia, front the town of Rliamnus in 

e the bad a temple, and a famous 

in, marble ten cubits high. She 

il with a crown upon her head, 

if an apple tree in her hand, and a 

x side, denoting her swiftness as 



CHAPTER Vt 

Of the Rural Gait. 
OF PAN. 

the god of shepherds, huntsmen, and 
general, is said to have been the son 
-ybyDryope; though different au- 
i diflerent accounts of his parentage. 
Iiowever, a monster in appearance, 
g a beast rather than a god. He was 
id with two small bomi on hi? head, 
ice, a long beard, a spotted skin, and 
s.legs, and tail of a goat- He gener- 
iredcrownedwith a wreath of pine, 
ng a pipe of uneven reeds in one 
! a croohed staff in the other, 
ncation of this deity was intrusted to 
lymph of Ar.ee&a,VA, MK»tSm.>ys& 



I:-: 



'! 



by the music of hi* pipe, or because he ii 
bol of the universal world. 

Pan was continually employed in del 
the nymphs, nod. notwithvtHiiding !ii= I 
;ippeurance, be gained the affections ol 
Lcho, and Dryupe ; the latter of whom h 
liirn n il:iuif!il«r, named fringes, who is 
have given Medcn the herbs with whl 
charmed Jason. He was not so sue 
however, with the .nymph Syrinx, for 
from his presence, and when overtaken 
brink of a river, she prayed the Nail 
transform her into a bundle of reeds. 
Pan was laying hold of tier ; so he can 
reeds in his arms instead of her. Tliesi 
being moved to and fro by the wind. 
mournful, but musical sounds, which P 
ceiving, he col them down, and made I 
n mii-iiiil instrument which he called 1 
from the name of his mistress. This il 
i< described by Ovid, in language to t 
lowing effect:— 

" Pan IhniiEht he liugg ! <l hi* mhtrea nhon iaii 

llr ui:)y l:i::i-'.t::ttn.-~ ..if mnuriish reed, 

Hi: .-■;..■ Jli— (lis si»]i«11i.- llv-lllt ii'm'.- i-v.ra 
fU Ju/MmiilUDl!-., ILfcr' via; I'.i'A -Ilvli' A Vi II* 
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jp of Pan was established, partic- 
r-.'iiiia, nherfi lie is said to have 
r. sided ; anil it appears thai he de- 
le; on mount I.yc-mus. Din fesli- 
.lie Creeks iii.lleit Lycais, were in- 
to Italy by Evander, anrl were 
omeby the name of Lnperealia. 
ces milk and honey were always 
n in a shepherd's bottle. It nay 
add, that be this deity frequently 
inhabitants of the neighbouring 
lis uncouth appearances, that kind 
eh often seizes men, and which is 
;inary, is from liim denominated 

seems intended to net forth the 
rid, as we have previously intirna- 
,'mbolical figure of Pan. In his 



il. His ruddy countenance has 
d to denote the splendour of the 
bis boms resemble those of the 
s spotted skin is expressive of tbc 
lent. The shaggy hair which cov- 
parts seems allegorical of trees, 
sofavaueVy oA \iM^s*te\«i 



08 MYTHOLOGY. 

his eoat'e feet are generally deemed emhlei 
ical oftbe solidity of the earth. Hi* pip* 
ceven reeds served to represent Ihen' - 
harmony made by the seven planets i I 
Rheep-hook crooked at tbe top, might e 
imply his care of the flocks, or, by its le 
might represent the turning of the j— ' 
itself. 

OF SYLVANDS. 

Sylvakfs, a rural deity and one of thapr 
nidenls of the wood?, is said by Virgil, tf '"• 
been the son of Ficus. Like the pre- 

deity he bed the appearance of half a mi 
half a goat; and he was commonly reprel 
ed with cypress in his hand, because he bee 
enamoured of the beautiful boy Cypnris 
who died with grief, and was changed into I 

OF SILBNUS. 

Silbncs, is generally represented aia cor 

pulcnt old man, with a bald bead, large ean 
and aflat nose. He was also commonly seal 
ed on an ass, covered with flowers, and stupif 
ed with intoxication. He was, as some su| 
pose, son of Pan, or, according to others, * 
Mercury ; and he is said to have received h 
birth atMaleain Lesbos. He was the pn 
'.'eptorand constant aUe«l»a\«ClbABj)d Baw 
erjus, which Buficiea\\^M£WiAsA<nVava»i3 



re of drinking. Hid appearance when 
ely inebriated lie* been thus forcibly 
jd by the poet Virgil— 

Two S«T". on the eminid, 

.'■!.H l.!-vV..',r;r-.i-rSil,;iii 1 -fo U nil: 

""!'■: r.- r in I-.';.- '1:«Tk "'I... !< 

■■■'■"." :/ ■' ■■."'.'■ ! . '.;''-. : -:', .' 



authors, however, assert that Ejlenus 
hiloeopber, who accompanied Bacchus 
*lebrated Indian expedition. He is, 
re, sometimes introduced as speaking 
lilosophic gravity respecting the fornja- 
the world, Ale. It is also reported (hat 
being once asked, what was the best 
hat could befal man! he after mature 
ration replied. " It is best for nil, ne- 
be born, but being born, to die very 

OP PRIAPUS. 

* deity was the son of Bacchusand V>. 
it he was so extremely deformed that 
ther, ashamed of having given birth to 
monster, ordered him to be exposed on 
luteins. His life, however, was preser- 
the humanity of some shepherds, and 
nslance of bis deformity here* 
leofPriapus. YtaYiwiwtsMHOR.'so 
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and impurity occasioned his banii 
I,ampsaous, where he had BUM 
years ; but by the command of ai 
was recalled and made god of liie orchard 
gardens ; in which character ho wai |irii», 
ly revered by the Romans. He is comtz 
represented with a human face, ami the 
of a goat ; he holds a stick in his band 
drive away thieves and mischievous birds, 
a sickle Ui prune the trees of all superfli 
branches. 

OF ARISTJEU8. 

AaisTiPirs, son of Apollo, and the nyi 
Cyrano, wan born in the deserts ot I.ihya, 
brought up by the Reasons, who fed him v 
nectar and ambrosia. He became en atnui 
of Eurydicc the wife of Orphous, and pun 
her into a wood, where ?he was unforluna 
stung to death by a serpent. To revenge 
untimely fate the nymphs destroyed all the 
nf Ari'la-us, who was exceedingly grieve, 
his loss; till having, by his mother's ndt 
seized on the seagod Proteus, and consulted 
on licit mis)! i rtii ne, be learned how toobv 
it. Proteus advised him to mcritice four t 
and four heifers to the mane? of Eurydiee j 
us soon a- he had immolated the victims. 
left them in the iiir, swarms of bees immedia 
/■prang (mm their carcasses, anil restored J 
Heart to itis* tanner prosperity. HfiSs snh 
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i ■<\-e first found out the uk of honey, anil to 
bnebeen Ibe inventor of drawing oil from 
Ibe olive. He is therefore, generally repreirn- 
M tending a nursery of olives, and standing 
Mar a row of bee-bivesi. 






OF TERMINUS, 



indents paid him divine honours, supim-ii.'; 
Hut tbe boundaries and limits of men's t ; 'im s 
were immediately underhis protection. Thus 
Ovid wittily remarks : — 



The Lapides Terminates, or landmark:, 
Were held so sacred among the Rowans, that 
whoever presumed to move or transfer thi'in 
from their proper situ a( ion, became an oull.iiv, 
Ud his head was devoted u> the JJiis Ti, ;>,:■:■ 
ilidiu. And although animals were uol sac- 
rificed to the slones or slocks whicli rtprv.-eu- 
Led Ihe god Terminus, the first fruits of corn 
Were solemnly offered to them, with u-nlrra 
fcadeof Sour; and festivals called Terminals r. 
Were annually celebrated to their honour 
Bomewrilers have observed, that when Tor- 
ouinus Seperbus wished to erect a templr en 
lie Tarpeian rock. to liro\Vet v , iVe ^pVSw^ 
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Faiinua, son of Picus, who reigned in I 

»lm<it 1 jiXl years before the christian are 

| "eposed to have been the prince and fa 

| "T the fauns; Ids predilection for agricull 

Enuita having induced hi? subjects to i 
a among their rural deities after his dect 
" ~» was alwi 



Iways represented 1 with tin- .li- 
nt arks of the Fauns an J Salvrp, 
. . icle was consulted with great soleiui 
i"* ffif name is said to have been originally 
* »*| rived from hit reraarkatde skill in prophesy 
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CHAPTER VIE. 

Of Hit Rural Godded.. 

OF DIANA. 

DIANA, Hie goddess ofliuntiu-, am! 
roness of chastity, was the dausliH-r i»i ,] 
"« ^ ter and Lain tin; and was horn, ivilh hi-it 
•^ar l. Iroiher Anollrj, iiuljeistiiodofDelu... It 
*"»n«-| been ain HiPy related that slie becuuu* uur: 
***H her mother as soon as she was bom, lint 
' ""^ pains wliiidi flu: uiine-scd at that Iiiiik, in 
,™** ed her to resolve on perpetual eejihacy. 
a ■■ order to aliun the society of men she ih v 
" * herself L" hunting, having chosen far hfir i 
l ^ pan inns a select number it' vtrgjtit, »i-J- 



, vndna. ^/' y,^ tow 



^'^"'"••■•■sJwwiessf, 



stb sacred 10 aer. ine tnosi famous ot 
jnples was that of Ephesus, which was 
nted one of the seven wonders of the 
I. This building was 425 feet long, and 
jet broad ; and the roof was supported 
11 columns, of which So were carved in 
lost beautiful manner. The chief archi- 
ves Ctesiphon, but the edifice was not en* 

completed till 220 years after its foun- 
n. The riches which this temple contain- 
ere truly immense, and the goddess who 
led over it was worshipped with the most 
. solemnity. On the memorable night of 
ander's birth, it was burnt by an Ephe- 

named Eratostratus, who committed 
(rillany merely to immortalize his name ; 
t soon rose from its ruins with increased 
ificence. 



OF FERONIA. 
Ffriiki* isgenerally placed next to Flora, 
is being the goddess of the woodland the pat- 
roness and preserver of lice- in general ; and 
tnd on this account she was highly venerated 
by the Romans. It is said that a grove under 
the mountain Soractc was consecrated to thia 
deity, and once afforded r remarkable instance 
of her power ; for the trees having been acci- 
J.';H;illy set on fire, the neighbours prep;irpd to 
remove Feronin's image ; when to their n-tmi- 
i-hment, tli ft lire n> ttiiMi-nly extinguished, 
and the whole of the grove resumed it* former 
Terdant and flourishing appearance. Strabo 
and some ntheri have averted that those who 
»vere inspired by this goddess could walk hnre- 
Ton leil over burning coali without receiving 
mny injury. 



Fokona, the go> 
apples and all sort* 

have been unknow: 
she had a temple 
priest called Flami 
sacrifices to her di 
of 1'ruil. She wu 
tins 0Q ■ basket of 
in one hand, and a; 
of the gods of the I 
tain her hand, but 
predilection for ce 
length succeeded I 
ing observed Potoo 
garden, introduced 
form of agrcy-heai 
the beauty anil ej 
highly commended 
by which they had 
fection: then artf 
tion to the subje 
raid he, t!ie Irees 
how do the plum 
fhall e*ce.e<l each c 
hut if they had no 
like husbands hob 
dwindle a 
similitude 
of llie dfsired effe 
naming his own 
(Me charms of yout 



POMONA. 

JJms who presided 
of frail-trees, up; 
" to 0)c Greek*; , 

at Home, and a n 
" Pomonalis, M-ho o 
"iity for lie pn 
.^mmnidy renresao 
""<*, andboldinga 

le » in the other, j 
""try endeavoured t._ 
*ne couid conquer U 
'. (ill Yertuon 

^^e. Thfs god, _ 
~» y Employed in k 

^lan. !„„«, 



5,8 *,.Mms wall 
*%***"*" «h«k 






illed New! 

(d the fountains net 
nymphs of the; rivers 
pellation of FluniaJM 
(iter lakes nml ponds 
It was the proper o 
attend on t!ie ml. Mi 
Jupiler spe.nL- of llic 
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hi god of the ocean, Neptune possMse 
iter Ehare of power than any other of 
Sen except Jupiter: for he not only b< 
teas, rivers, ami fountain! in complete *u 
ion, bill he could alf.onccaf.ioii enrthqimk 
never be pleased, ami was capable of ru 
islands by a tingle blow of his trident. 
ft hive al reedy noticed his disputi: 
h Minerva the honour of naming the cfl| 
of Cecropin. In may be necestary to ai 
(ever, that his amours were very numi 
. By means of a dolphin he. obtained I 
sur of Amphitrite, who had vewed perpel 
elibacy, and placed among the cunstel 
is the fish which persuaded that goddess 
one his wire. To enjoy the company 
jophane, he transformed himself into a rai 
leceive Ceres, he assumed the shape oi 
te; and took upon himself the likeness 

river Enipeus to gain the confidence 
ro, the beautiful daughter of Salmonei 

the sea-nymph, Thoosa, he had a ft. 
led Polyphemus, and several other cli 
nby different mistresses, 
ieptune is generally represented as a ven 
le and majestic person, sitting in a cbari 
le of a shell and drawn by dolphins, 
-horses: sometimes he is drawn by wing 
sen, and stands up, with his trident 
hand, while bis chariot flies over the surfa 
he sea with astonishing rapidity. Hon- 
reiwitB him, in one place, is issuing fr< 




■ irfi" 1 :■ .: '•■■'-' ll Jnatrnt* 10 

O^ uv , Terra, *' 
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nles. 



OP GLAUCUS. 

A.UCUF, don of Neptune and Nais, was a 
nan of Anthedon in Bceotia. As he was 
ay pursuing his avocation, he observed 
11 the fishes which he laid on the shore, 
ie inspired with fresh vigour, by touch- 
certain herb, and no sooner were placed 
3 ground, than they escaped from him in- 
eir native element. Surprised at this 
ge effect, he resolved to taste the herb 
i appeared to occasion it ; upon which he 
itly conceived a strong desire to inhabit 
ater ; and, leaping in after his fishes, was 
rted into a sea deity by Oceanus and 
rs, at the request of the other gods. 




I o/o* M "**"" f *" 

,v.r*e Sea-njn'P 11 "' „,"7_ 
r er.s were wee • C Blli°P«- or ' «<* 

l ; ( , r ,„ reiser ^ these sirens M- I 
,.1 ■rtH""S ,llW " j - llll; riQttUon oil 
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1 lie Tain! power or 1 
[ f»rs of his companion 
| luji^pJf tn be fastened 

be induced 
'nH.-i.ly. By this art 

toil perished. 

Home writers tuwei 
(trtnerl y v i rgi n e o m pu 
•ought her with the u 
Wra stolen nmi j iiy 1' 
Hn e h altogether ■ 
Ihtnirelves into tlic ce 
InonsterB. Others (el 
Marion, they cnnten 
Mums, who overcBjni 
TringB as a punisluui'ii 
Srens were common 



OFSCVLL.V A 

Sctli,*, a daugJit 
Phorem, was passim 
Cll». of «"bom we have 
order to reniier the i 
Gluteus applied to 
knowledge in herbs a 

became enauioureii <>l 
tempted to turn Uie t 

vol.. Ill, 
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end which **-„ 






.i.l-'""'- '" ,' land U*"" 1 ^"' 

ii.-w. 'i' 1 '" ; J, "■"» 

,,„. i,iivvi» :l1 ""-"■', h ' t b« com- 
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wches at Hit top of Mount Ktna, nnd ff 
d to travel all over the worltl, till she at It 
>vnt her daughter's late from the 11; 
trrlho'a. She then repaired to Jupiter, 
ileadcd so potverfully, that be at length 
nittA to restore her to the earth, provide 
ltd out taken any aliment iu the interna 
;ioiis. 

Orel went joyfully down upon this mes 
ind Proserpine full of triumph and glad 
ireparcd to return with her mother ; in 
fail critical juncture, Ascalaphus discoi 
hat he had seen Proserpine eat part of a 
negranale in Pluto's orchard. Her return 
oosequenlty rendered impossible, but t 
evenged herself on the tell-tale, by rhan 
im inln an owl, which ivas accounted a 
f ill omen, and unlucky to all that sec it, 
lission was afterwards obtained from Ju| 
lial Proserpine should live half the year 
er mother on earth, and the remainder 
er husband. As queen of tlie infernul re;; 
'roscipine presided over the death of ; 
ind, and it was supposed thai no one < 
mless she, or Alro|ios, cut off one ol 



-s from the head. 



wnspeiier. 



lipped among the i 

y the different appellations of Hecate, 1- 

a, Juno Interna, &c. 
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•IP* Wmm say that their robes were of whi 
«Bm» bordeW with purple; but the 
Ipeeii* variously described by different a 
ikort. 

OF THE FURIES. 

Til Furies, sometimes called Eumenideg, a 
said to have sprang from the blood of Coeh 
whan ha was wounded by his unnatural s< 
Pjatnrh 5 though some suppose them to ha 
leem the daughters of Acheron end Nox, 
Pinto said Proserpine. They were general 
allowed to be three in number, Alecto, Ti 
pnawe, and Megara; and they were said to 
virgins, because, in their character of ave 
gaaSt nothing could corrupt or prevent the 
frasm inflicting deserved punishment. Th« 
accounted the ministers of the vengean 
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MOBS, ttnn uict vi uiv lutvtuu. — y 

ti> have been the offspring of Nox, without 
father. She is commonly represented as 
skeleton, armed with the scythe and scimita 
and some authors assert, that she was worshi 
ped by the ancients ; though others intima 
that she had neither temples, priests, nor ? 
Crifices; because she was a goddess whom 
Slayers could move, uor sacrifices pacify. 
*1 bosisus, the pod and president of sleep, w 
*1 the son of Nox and Erebus, and was suppos 
'*■ to reside in a dark and subterraneous pale 
*J J Which the sun could never penetrate. A nu 
**l her of poppies and somniferous herbs are si 
Id grow near the entrance, and the deity hi 
•elf is represented as asleep on a bed of feathe 
*/ With black hangings; while Morpheus 
chief minister watches and guards his slumb 
from interruption. The ancient poets ass* 
ed, that in the palace of this god were t 
gates through which the dreams we»-e eonsta 
i — «^: n , r un ,\ rpnHssinir: one irate \vii> m; 
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tor*™ > lew , r, « nrfllft w^ ^^nd »t 
pit | lfc WJJJJ a ffr»y t « ie .^„ Arcs'* 
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IRPIES. 

nonsters, were daugh- 
ra. They were three 
'tie, and Celen ; the 
her of Zephyrus, the 
d Xanthus, the horse B 
the face* of women, 
heir feet and fingers 

described these sister! 

lofs with hideous cry, 
^Hcav-n ne'er sent. 



; by Juno to plunder 
hence they weredriv- 
itropbndei by Zethes 
id an infectious odour, 
liey touched by their 
have robbed jfcneaa 
ily, and Celeno pre- 
.laraities which after-- 

DRGONS. 

.\«« <*WK«*d al 



gists inform u>, tiat A* ^T. £*» 
with serpents, their bo.Ue* ««*£*>-«, 
impenetrable scales, anil the"' '^^^ 
long as the tusks of a wild boar. "jSe^ 



■e also Mid ti 



» ** 



tbey were capable or tur 
those on whom they fixed their eyes. ~jj 
fixed their' residence in the west ; Mik+Jj 
ficythla, and Ovid near the lake Tij^* 

The Gorgons were conquered by a>en» 
who is said to have been furnished, ttydjjS 
tat deities, with weapons, which lie aft] 
wards relumed. The bead of Medusa niaat 
ed in bis hands, and after completing u|j 4 
lEihorions expeditions, he pave it to Minervi 
who placed it on her a'^is, with which 11 
transformed into stones all such as presumed! 

It is asserted that after the defeat or tl 
Gorgons, Perseus took his flight in the air b 
wards Ethiopia; end that the drops ofbloQ 
which fell from Medusa's head were chaiun 
into serpents, which have ever since iafesu 
the sandy deserts of Lyhia. To the blood t 
Medusa are also ascribed the origin of theft 
IBOUI horse Pegasus, as well as of Chryu, 
H ith the golden sword, 

OP THE CHTM.EBA. 

The Chimera, said to have sprung fan 
f-chidun and Typhon, iwaUi»M \ta-mtm, 
I'ii'cJi tuntinually vomited flumes, an& ■mm 




ttO tfW ncigh- 
lliu family (tt 




OF CERBERUS, 
the dog, or rather then 

three l]FBliB,Bud K 

covered with make* ioMi 
■ ■tationed an a watchful fe 
,e of the infernal regions, talc 
ig fnim entering, and LheM 

ling their pto* ol w 



\\ m «b. upon two at am 
"i^btl" Upon lfc«. 




ed over a lake called Acherusie, ■ml rec*» 
1 sentence according la the actions of i%r\ 
ves- The boat was called Bans, and the fee 



CHAPTER XII. 

Of the Dtmi-Gods, and Htna. 

OF HERCULES. 

ACCORDING to the ancients, there WW 
several heroes known by the name of Hereulo 
iiut of all these, (lie Hon or Jupiter and Alcmtn 
is the most celebrated, and to him, as GlM 
observe*, lb* exploits of the others were genf 
rally Bltributed. The birth of Hercules Wi 
Title tided with many miraculous circumstanM 
and the inveterate goddess .Juno sent two enDI 
tnous serpents to destroy him in his cradlt 
tint the valiant infant boldly seized the aH 
lants, and squeezed them to death while h 
iiv in -brothers. IpbichiB alarmed the house nil 
bis shrleki and cries. Hercules soon becao 
the |iiipil of the centaur Chiron, under who 
lie ten lered himself more valiant and accoi 
/•li-lied than any of his contemporaries . ai 

cii tltuse arduous and. fc\ut\o\re SM«i*» -nidi 




»' " i tn aW 11 . .i.u com" 

1 weapon, B " .v. Leroean nj 
'""Invert"* M 1M »*l«- 

Crete-- " e ,i loin ioi5 l l* < an ,l °* i 



T^rt»eU8,V»P?P° accord—* 

fire an" w hicn 6* "" -onaw 

„ n tbe altar ,, fareienett* oonn»» 

r.tion of att '"vSmv i awl i 

^ Sonant eetvicesW V 
*"** '?;£» riant* , iU- - m 

% and completely » turne 
throne of »P™ oMft \»cA V 
.killed a »»»' ° 



itely shot him with a poisoned arrow, 
tntaur fell a victim to just resentment; 
tie was expiring he gave a tunic to De- 
telling her that it had the power of 
ig a husband from unlawful love 
* present proved fatal ; for Dejanira, be- 
g jealous of her husband, sent him tire 
jf Nessus ; which was infected with such 
f poison that it immediately penetrated 
»ne& He attempted, too late, to pull ofl 
ital garment; but on finding his malady 
able, he gave his bow and arrows to Phi- 
tes ; erected a large pile on the top of 
at JEta. and. having spread out the skin 
e Nemsan Hon, he laid himself down upot 
on a bed, leaning his head on his clui: 
)ctetes then rat fire to the pile, whic 
— —^untied with flames, and aft* 
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Such were the principal actions, death, bu. 
deification of this illiMi km* hero, who is «aM 
la have supported For a while (ho weight oftlm 
heavens on Kt 9 shoulders, and lo hare severrd, 
hy the force of hU arm, those celebrated nioun- 
tains which were afterward called the Fitl«fi 
of Hercules. He was panegyrized by moslol 
the ancienU, aa a pattern »l virtue and piety ; 
and as all his labours were Jei'oleil lo llie com- 
mon benefit of mankind, they deemed him 
highly deserving the honours of immortality. 

OF JASOS. 

JafoV, son of .'T'.son, king of I&lcbos, wis 
en infant when his father died; so thai his 
wide Pelts.! assumed the government, and in 
order to remove Jason from his presence, the 
liniii |:er intrusted his education Ln I hi' cciiisrir, 
Chiron. Afler making the most rapid prugre-j 
in every branch of ECience he left hit finor, 
Bin! iient to consult the oracle ; liy whost' ad- 
vino lie returned to lolchos am) demanded 
possesion of Ihe crown. Pel in* deemed ilel- 
priticul In temporize, and therefore allowed 
Ji'-mi's dnim lo be well-founded, but artfully 
eliidttd mi immediate resignation, hy urging the 
b/.tve young prince to an expedition against 
.Ktcs, kirij; of t'oldiis, who had inhumanly 

i -dived their c;iiii:iuiii relation, 1'liivsm, in 

,/silfi (■; -reore to himself the celebrated golden 
Ih-rt-f. wfncll that pr'nee uossessed. Jason 
-;...'/;>' embraced a proiio;a\ \\\i\c\i kxbmA.<a 



MYTHOLOGY. 

!. Iii-j iiiiiinilfil expedition being »n 
■■| par Is iil'( i i -t- 1 ■ r ■ . - . I In' y ' " 1 1 1 f; r - 1, inn 
mors assembled to share It is daiiEi:r 
*y i aiuong whom were Hercules, I 
•tor, and Pollux. 

rhey embarked on board a vessel «n 
go, and lifter a lung vnupi' and m 
ilures, arrived in ( oliliis, n ln-ri^ -In- 
demanded the lestorniirin of lite 
ice. ^les promised la grant his 
condition thai he should tame tlie 
led bulls, which hreathed fire ; over 
iistrous dragon that guarded the flee 
tr sowing the teeth of that dragnt 
und, destroy the ranks of suldiei 
ultl instantly spring up. 
Vliile .Iiwin considered on these i: 
t demands, .Medi-n. Iric kitty's ilnugl 
te enamoured nf him: mil m she pi 
incointiion knowledge of her us ande 
its, she en!ia»fiil In deli', or tin: yum if 
11 all danger if he wnuhl promise It 
fidelity. ,Tn«rjn embraced her pi 
liiivirtL' received such herbs, ic. t 
nisite tor his pinirrtion. h" undwrti 
mrs iiiijui-eil on him, in the prc» 
osmid his prople. who were equally 
lis intrepidity and success. 
Ifter this important conquest, Ja 
for Greece, with Lis fair deliverer. 

lily, and «el out in puMUA uWVtH 
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till Medea tore her brother Absjrlus to \^r 
a»d strewed hie limbs in her father's wa.y, , 
the might escape while he tvu collection 
■nana led members of his fori. 

The Argonauts («o called from the *! 
Argo) at length retnrned safely to Thews 
where Medea restored jF.soti to the vigoui 
youth, nnd persuaded the daughters of Pel 
to kill their father, nnd cut his body in pit 
for the name purpose ; but the flesh wssenti 
ly consumed in tlie process, and Pelias 1 
never restored to life. This barbarous act 
excited liie resentment of the populace, so tl 
Meiieo Has compelled to retire with her fa 
daiid to Corinth. There, they lived in porf 
happiness for about ten yean. ; but after t 
period Jason ilivorccil himself from Med 
and married Glance, or Creu-u, daughter 
Creon, king of Corinth. To aven^-" iliis 
fidelity, Medea murdered the two children 
hod by her husband In/lore his eyes, and tl 
sent n beautiful bolt as a present to her ril 
which cant itineil n niacin fire, that consul! 
the princess and the whole court. 

Jnson is said to have lived u melancholy 
after his separation from Medea, till one < 
as he was reposing himself by the side of 
vessel which had carried him to Colchis, a be 
ftdl upon his head, and crushed him to dee 
Some authors, hoivever, intimate that a rue 
filiation took place between Medea and Jaj 
after the former had Qowu, Vj ^* "flu-oA 
"ft to Aliens. 




OF THESEUS. 

T inner!, fon of JE^eus, king of Alliens, 
llyEtbi'u, Ibe daughter of Piflieus, wasone of 
the moil celebrated hemes of antiquity. He 
was brought up in the house of Pillions at 
Trwiene ; but when be catoo to years of ma- 
turity, liis mother sent him to Alliens, nl llie 
tame lime giein« liim a wont, by whiiili .I-'ijl'lij 
Would immodiut' ■!;■■ reasons': liim. In his 
journey from Fruv.ene, he destroyed Cory- 
netes. Synnis, Cercymi. Miirmi, Pi'i.iiniM.t's, mid 
Ihe celebrated sow, Phwa, which int'isiei! tlin 
iii-i^lilnniflioott of Cromyon. Hia lir.-l rci'L-ji- 
lion at Athens was not cordial, fur Medea, 
Who then lived with JEgens, meditated his 
destruction before his arrival nns |iuldiely 
knoivn, and Jigeus himself was to hiive noi-uri- 
ed the stranger at a, banquet ; but iIil- ■wnf 
which Theseus wore reminded tin- kin? of hi* 
amour with JEthrn, and he immediate!, Bt> 
kn'ln'ledgi-d liim Hfl Itis -dil. K> l lie L;ivnl ii'J' «f 
ihe Athenian-.. Ihe fifty I'dlhntidt-. ie'iil,f>s 
of JEgens, alternated to ns>n.>inatr I'lie-em, 
on account 'if his claim to (he rnm-u -, lnil I by 
were all titled by the valiant young uliittin; 
wlio nlracnii.nlit tin' [iiiiiiiii! hull of .'■liii-jilhuii 
•live, and Mier k-udiup; it ihr.in:;li Ihe streets 
of Athens, he sacrificed it to Minerva. 

Some time after these Hxgiluiln, I'hesens mm- 
chosen by hit as one of the tributary youths 
Hhi i M-e.ru em in. illy tent ti> v'li-w. tn lie Jja.-i.iuc- 
edbythe Minotaur -, l!UA,\vj £» *6*sVwe* l &- 



mi tn ineei mm, we two princes, nrucK wilt 
irimiratiiin, mdied into each other's arnia, (u j 
mm that tinieliepm u friendship which after, 
rani- liecamu proverbial. 

Thi"!'!!". Appears t(i have been one of tin 
w»t unlive in defi-ndin({ Hippodamiafromtba 
■i uliil violi>iic« of liie CenUiirs; and on another 
.iTHsinn lie descended into the in fern nl region*, 
n Mf-ift his friend I'iritlion) in carrying e fl 

V. isri|ii in' ; hut Hlii to being apprised of their 
iili'iiiiiin, I'irifliuiis was devoured by the dog 

'tJvths oml Theseus was lied to a hunt 
me, till hn was at length delivered by Her. 






*-"» J^ th* i - * lnV \ the ^" ■ 
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i her in a large tower, to prevent 
fulfilment of a prediction respecting liis 
th by the bands of a grandson. The place 
er confinement was indeed impregnable to 
l, but Jupiter descended through the roof 
lie form of a golden shower, and by lliat 
bod defeated every precaution. Aerisiua 
l no sooner apprised of the birth of Perseus, 
n be caused both mother and son to be shut 
in a chest, and thrown into the sea; th? 
st, however, was driven upon the inland of 
iplios, anil picked up by a fisherman, win) 
ried the contents la Polydectes, the king 
the place. There Dana; was treated with 
at kindness, and Perseus was placed under 
care of the priests of Minerva. 
Is the young hero j^rew up, be gave sucli 
■ills !>f -i!j"-ri"r K.- j rtiii« a* e>tciteil the fear 
I jealousy of Polydectes, who would at this 
i; I i.i vi; uSiri-i! vnilpiice to Dana; bad he not 
ndcil the ■I'si'iiliniiiit of her son. Anxicnn 
remove every obstacle, tiie king Invited to 
•'iiiermiiiiiii'iit -eo.Tal lrii-iiil=, e;udi of whom 
s to present him with a beautiful horse. 
rseiis was iil-io imiifil, ;n llu- monarch knew 
could not receive from him the ex peel id 
;.>cut. Perseus told Llif king thai as he 
lid nil give him a horse, lie ivotihl briii;; 
Nlliehiiiiil uf the iliTudftil golden Medusa. 
,|yd»clen was charmed with a proposal, 
iitli si', rneil in ensure the de-tniMlion of the 
ljt'ctur. Hut the virtue and boldness of Pel - 
is were so acceptaMt Mi Op ^*, 4»fc4wsi 
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bis important conquest was altendei 

Katest rejoicings, ami tlie nuptials 
ted with the utmost magnificence 
Andromeda's uncle attempting to cai 
bride, a desperate battle ensued, and 
had again recourse to the gorgon's 

■ which he instantly turned all his . 
til into statues . 

kfterlhis adventure, Perseus returm 
pho«, at the very juncture when his in. 

to the altar of Minerva in order to 
violence of 1'olydectrs. The tyran 
same fate as Atlas and Phineus; and D. 
> had formerly saved the lives of Pe 

Dante, ivas placed on the vacant lb 
seus then restored the armour he ha 
ed from the gods, having previously 
he gorgon's head to the buckler of W 

'erscus now embarked with his n if* 
her for Peloponnesus : and on reacbii 
.1, be was informed that Ten tain ins 
-aiissa, was celebrating funeral game 
our of his deceased father. This inlellii 
iv I'erseus to Lari.-wi to -JLinalJKc lui:.- 
iniiij i|itoilF, of which some authors 
c him to have been [be inventor. 

■ ever, he proved very unfortunate, f< 
pined to kill a. man with a^uoit whi 

thrown into [lie nir; and, on inquir} 
:im proved lu he his grandfather, Aci 
vliuse death the oracle was fulfilled. 
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Tiber, where he was worshipped uniler the 
form of a wrpent ; for when the Roman* wont 
to E piil a iirt J i to invite the goil to their city, 

I which was (ben afflicted with a grievous pesti- 
lence; B great serpent, supposed loheA'lscu- 
tapiusi, entered their ship, and accompanied 
them to Rome. 
Iht* deity is commonly represented as a. 
1 grave- 1 oo king man with a large beard, crown- 
ed with Bwreatlmf Jaunt, and holding in his 
I ham! a stall' entwined with a serpent. The 
conk and (he serpent were sacred to him ; and 
s, lamhn, and pigs were sacrificed on 



hisi.ll 



OF PROMETHEUS. 

Peokethevb, the son of Japetns, hy Cly- 
wtne, wa» brother to Atlas anil Ejiimrili.-ni ; 
and- ii said to have surpassed all men in itiu- 
■ing- He formed a man out of day u-ii.li nidi 

and offered to procure any thing from I:- ■»■. -. :i 
which would tend to complete his wn.-k. I'poii 
his replying (hat he did not know what hi'mtu 
contained. Minerva carried liiiu iliiik' r : v. ':■ ii 
he. contrived to steal some fire from tin: charm! 
of (he mm, and carried it to the earth, m ani- 
mate the man which he hud knnt.'l .1 ii'M' : 
was hi highly ilif pleased with this i i< Ii. (i .it 
In: iniiHHd'iatelv •■.-Pit I'andora to l'n ■Lh'-us, 

iB*tte«irefuisilo«sw^V\\,»*'sto^' p -w»' ; =" i ' r!l 



To punish Prometheus for his temerity 
filter caused faiiuto be tied lo a rock on M 
Caucasus, where, Tor thirty thousand yet 
vulture wai to feed upon his liver, whiel 
ntver to he diminished ; but he was deli 
from this severe punishment, about thirty 
afterward by Hercules. • 

The uieanins of this Table is supposed 
as follows: — l'roinctheun, as his name ioi 
was a very pmdent penon, who reduced 
ami savage men to the precepts of hunu 
nuil was therefore feigned to have maiii 
out of clay ; and becauscbe either invent* 
nit of striking [ire from Hints or discovert 
nature of lightning, he was said to have i 
tire from heaven. He was feigned to h»v< 
(iDunil to a rock oil Caucasus, tm becou 
Aft tonrtanUy aV ~va% \t« imVvmv 
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ttars from that mountain ; an<l Tiiu irrte 
I locution to study probably gave rise In 
I lion of a vulture continually preying u 



OF ATLAS. 

Atlas was the son of .Tapeliis mid Clvniene, 
and brother to Prowl lien*. I'lpiiutfiliHi-. anil 
Menaitias. He married L'leiune, daui-hier of 
Oceanus, by whom be hnJ seviu beautiful 
dsughters called Alliintides, who after his 
1 'Ii, were made constellation?, under the 
ds of Pleiades ami Hesppritles. He wal 
king of Mauritania, mid master of a thousand 
locks and herds as *ls o of the uwm hrmitiful 
gardens, abounding with every .|n-,n - ■ :' fruit, 
, whi"h he entrusted tot be raft <if ;i liinni.lable 
dragon. Perseuf alter sluymi; ilii' ;.-.r^on, 
| pasT'd hy tlif. palar.fi of this nicnaiTih, pnJ de« 
iiiaoilcd his h'j'pilali'y ; btji A 1 1 : i -. linvini; been 
I informed by an nrack tnat lie slrpHld be tle- 
_. I throned by mic of tlir: m.-. ; i onddiits of Jiipilrr, 
"plies, I determined to admit no stranger , and not 
i rait I only refused to entertain PetBBUt, hut even 
am t, offered him violence. Hereupon lVrreir- shovv- 
e jm« ■ rd him Medusa's head, and he was immediately 
■J ihe ehanged into the mountain called Atlas, which 
J ii»t runs from east lowest ;tc;i'(»s Hit deserts of 
"*e* . Africa, and is so high, that the ancients iia- 
'*vi j igined the heavens to rest upon il> summit. 
- a i Virgil notices Ibis in the foui th hook of hi' 
( 1" » Mae\A:~ * ■■■!-- 



The reason why the poets fatal thmt^ 
sustained the heavens on his shouldefa^, 

this :— -Atlas was a famous astronomer, «^ 
supposed to have been the first persot> 
taught the doctrine of the sphere ; and fo| 
bame reason his daughters were said ^ 
transformed into constellations. 

OF ORPHEUS. 

Orpheus was the son of (Eager by the i 

Calliope, though some authors, to rendei 
birth more illustrious, represent him as tht 
of Apollo. From that god, indeed, he rei 
ed his lyre, upon which he played with 
astonishing skill, that the most rapid rl 
ceased to flow, the beasts of the forest fq 

• » •_ _. *:..« fA«n«iWv nnd even fnr.ka 
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Orpheus resolved (o recover lier, or perish 
in the attempt. He therefore ileneeoded to tho 
infernal return; with bis lyre in Lis hnnd, and 
gained admission to Pluto. Here, as on earth, 
his fascinating strains proved so irrr.-istihie, 
that the wheel of I* ion stood sti II, the stone 
nf Sisyphus ecawil id roll, Tantalus for n while 
forgot his raging thirst; the inexorable Furies 
paused, smil PhiM.irul I'nisirpine were so sen. 
willy affected, that they consented to restore 
Eurydice to the charming musiria.ii, provided 
he refrained from looking at iler till he hail 
passed the ulrun'l bounds of hell. This condi- 
lion was gratefully accepted, and Orphctiswas 
already in sight of the upper regions, when he 
unluckilv forgot hid promise, end turned his 
head to look at the dear long -lost partner of 
his affection. Eiirydice instantly vanished 
from hi-; sight, and the disiraeieil liu-haml 
found it inip^s-il.le to follow lier, us tho gales 
of darkness were nu.i elo-ed against liiiti. He 
therefore s"|>a[atfd liiiiist-ii'tVoiu the S"ciiily of 
mankind, and resisted the charms and allure- 
menu of all the nymphs who were cagu- in 
obtain bis love; but in consequence of thin 
coldness. Iln- I'liracinn wnnieii Ml H[!;iri him in 
a body, tore him to pieces, and threw hi- head 
into the Hebrus, which till articulated " Eury- 
dice i Eiirydice!" as it was carried d'H-.-n the 
stream into the iEgean sen. The reiiiiiins u; 
this unfortunate musician werp hminuiahly 
buried by the muses, and his Ivre became on« 

nf the constellaViotta Vu. ttntWsrav,-, v.V.vAv.-- 






At rtJt.lftHvi.it he 'on ol feJeusann 1 
md was accounted the bravest of all theO 
ivIh> signalised theni'elvetin the 1'rojan 

I >i. :■! - hi. (I. I, .11 ;, . Iii-: lil.ilLli.t- |i!liiljff-il ',• 

tlie river Slys, iviiirh rendered Li- ivhule 
invulnerable, except the heel by wliicl 
hold liim. He was instructed in music an 
art of W»r by the centaur, Cbiron ; and Hi 
eloquence under Pluenix, to wnuin be was 
afterwards fondly attached. 

To elude the lullilment of an Oracle « 
bail dpclared that Achilles should perish i: 
expedition against Troy, hi* mother sem 
privately to the coast of Ly corned es, ilfagi 
ina female ha hi I. But it being known 
Trnv could not be taken without the assist 
of Achilles, Ijlyssen went to tbe court or 
roroeilee in the. habit of a merchant, and ofl 
a variety of trinkets, jewels, and arms tc 
inspection of the king's daughters. This 
liee completely succeeded; for while the [ 
cesses were viewing bracelets, Decklaces, 
other ornaments of a similar nature ; Aeh 
lipirnyml his sex, hy examining the larj 
fining the Jielmets to his head, and braodisl 
the siionls. 



Thetis, nuda bha a nAi ot i« r . 
e armour. Apimemnon deprived turn of hi« 

.voiii'iti: in i? I re— Uii -.-'.-. u li.p h:ii! iiillen to Ills 
•t uh (he division of tile booty of I.jnie-sii- ; 
"t>d for this affront, Achilles refused to appear 
m tile field till the death .if his beloved frieoil, 
Pat roc I us, who Ma slain by Hector, roused 
him to action ami revenge. He killed Hector. 
-Whose arm had been acctmatod the bill walk of 
Troy, tied the corpse by llie heels to bii chari- 
ot, and dragee i< it three times round llie \y 
of the city ; after which tie delivered it to 
venerable and broken hearted Priam. 

In the tenth year of tile war, Aclii lies 
came pnamnu red of the beautiful Polyxcua, 
and Priam con "en (ed to their union; but on 
tlu-ir meeting in the It-nipl* of Minerva. Paris, 
the brother ••'. fin i-ir.r-meealed hiui-eii behind 
a statue, and mined an ormw at the v nine rah lo 
heel ill \, billet, who suou died of [he iv..u 
On the •ubseo.uent reduction of Troy, 

manes of Aeiulies deuiaudrd mi-fae 

his murder, which tin- (ireek» appi «-.d li' 
fering the bl.iod ..f Pulyxejin I be ,. ,.' 
of this celet'rnteit warrior were ioterf 
Sigmum. and divine honour- wt 
him in (tie unheeding hj_t-. I: ■ ■ 



and by planing ill'.' infant Telemachus be« 
lore tli*- plough of Ulysses, be convinced thn 
world ilmt the father was nut a lunatic, alio 
tad the providprice to turn tlifi plough out ol 
(lie furroiv, I" amid u inmiling his child. 

Ey this expedient l.'lyws lias compelled to 
go to the war ; tint he conceived the roofl in- 
veterate hatred against Palamcdrs, and even- 
tually look mi (imjili* reui-nsi' l'ijr I ho liclei'liiiTi 
of his deep Itiiil ec lie me .—The king of lUiaen 
Iifi\ iiiK bribed one of Palumeilet' servnnts to 
conceal a large sum of money in the bottom o> 
hi' muster'* tent, forged o letter in the i\»w 
of king Priam, dewtinstnn'-.wran'W,* v 
conditions jireviouslj a^teti aa,*^™. ^»» 



Mth. 

uring the Trojan war, Ulysses was equ; 
irted for his courage and sagacity, ant 
:ars to have rendered several very imj 

services to the combined princes, 
aeans Achilles was discovered and dra 

his retreat among the daughters of - 
sdes ; and by his persuasions Philoct* 
induced to quit the isle of Lemnos, ant 

against the Trojans with the arrows 
laster, Hercules. With the assistant 
aedes, he slaughtered the king of Thn 
i sleeping in his camp ; and carried off 
ician horses, of which it had been pred 
bat if they drank the waters of the X 

and fed upon the Trojan plains, T 
Id never be reduced. And having inl 
d himself through the sewers into Pria 
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e dangerous task wag performed, 
■i:"ulii,n.-ly inl.i*i^ateil his guest, 
his eyes to be put oat, when he 
wn to sleep on the sen-shore. It 
however, that Orion miraculously 
his sight, by turning his face towards 
aan, and amply revenged tbecruelty 

thii adventure, Aaron fell In lorn 
on, and carried him into the island 
i, in order to enjoy hi J company with 
ater security ; but this excited the 
of Diana, and the object of her former 
I a victim to her unerring arrows; 
Ovid tells us that Orion died of the 
i serpent, which Terra produced to pun- 
sanity in boasting, that there was no 
nn earth which be could not conquer. 
) is said to have been an excellent work- 
iron, and to have fabricated a subterra- 
nlace for Vulcan. He was buried in 
ind of Delos, and afterwards became <t 
I constellation composed of seventeen 
l the form of a man holding a sword ; 
bis constellation is supposed to W' jirn- 
ttended with heavy rains and storm;, at 
ig, some of the classic poets have givri 
pitbet of atpiosus. 
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iricsta to select whatever animal 
y thought proper to represent the person 
1 'ivinlty of Osiris, and enjoined them lo 
" Mt profound reverence to thai re- 
'e whan living; and to bury it when 
I, with the utmoat solemnity, 
til WB5 brought into notice by this com. 
id of the queen; for a* Osiris bad been |>nr- 
'orly attentive to agriculture during Lin 
i, the priests chose the ox as his matt pro* 
r representatives and the populace firmly 
"' ved that the soul of their departed mon- 
liad really entered into the ox. 
iny cpeaks of this deified animal to the 
wing effect! — "Ad ox called Apis is 
hipped in Egypt an a god. He is ttlBS 
ed . then-is a white shining spot upon hit 
, aide, bonis like the moon in ils iniiiea-e, 
' and a node under his tongue, wlii.-n i-'-Hi!,.] 
'. rj J ointbaras. ll'he live beyond a certn'm period, 
„~ I tfcey drown liim in a fountain : then the priests 
lJU lhave their heads, mourn and lament. Hull seek 
Lj^I another In siili-tilnrn io his room. Whni I hey 
",, have found one, In; is conducted to Memphis, 
' | Where lie has two chapels, or clianihen, ttllivli 
„>, are the arnek'S «f the people ; in one of tin "i 
jl be predicts good, in the other ill fortune. He 
,[ icU for the most part in secret ; but ulini he 

jippi ar- in |'iil.Ue...'lti''irs|ii' btt'ori- r. ■ ■■ ■. 
^, J way, and n crowd of youths attend him. sing- 
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senate were sooo obliged to atoll 
account of their extreme licentioij 
According to some mytbolog 
Apia, or Serapi?, was tie name as 
the adoration paid by different i 
Jupiter, a Bacchus, a Pan, an Am 
the same which Osiris received in t 
temples. The following imcripti' 

of the greatness of this iteifieil hen 
" I am Oiirii, wlta conducted a I 
MNW army as far as tht deserts bj 
lrtmlUit. arcr the grcateit part of ti 
visited the itreams of the Ister, nil 
thorn of tlirOetan ; dij'witig in,:: 
Hie inhabitants of the earfft.'* 
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